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Causes of Death

Burns

Drowning

Electrocution

Heart Attack

Heat Exhaustion

Stroke

Su�ocation

Trauma

Violence

Firefighters under 50 are more likely to die from Trauma, 
while firefighters over 50 are more at risk of death by Heart Attack 

Tragedies and natural disasters can increase 
the volume of incidents in specific categories

Aside from Heart Attacks, which a�ict 30% of the U.S. population,  
firefighters are most likely to die from Trauma

The average firefighter retires at age 55. 
Typiacally, most Heart Attacks occur in the 
first year after retirement. 

Rookies (age 19), are slightly
more at risk than more 
experienced firefighters September 11 had an outsized influence

on the number of firefighters who died from
Trauma in 2011

On June 30, 2013, the Yarnell Hill Fire 
killed 19 firefighters, all of whom died
from Burns sustained in the fire

17 firefighters died from Su�ocation in 2001, 
compared to 8 in 2014

What the heck
happened here? 
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Su�ocations per year have decreased over time

Source: “Firefighter Fatalities in the United States”, Kaggle.com

All data excludes September 11 fatalities, except where indicated


